


Differentiation

Differentiation is seen as the process of identifying the most effective strategies for helping
students learn. Dynamic groupings within classrooms, tiered lessons, use of pre-assessments and
formative assessments to discover students’ strengths and areas to focus targeted instruction on,
open ended learning engagements, and provision of materials (such as leveled reading materials,
enrichment activities, and choice menus) designed to address a student’s level of readiness are
some examples. Students who are identified as gifted based on a formal assessment also benefit
from differentiated instruction through extension activities that meet their unique learning needs.

Identification:

Classroom and school assessments will guide the teacher in implementing the tiered model of
support. When concerns arise about a student’s development, the teacher will consult with the
Learning Support Teacher (LST). The principal may engage other special education staff for
assistance, such as the Special Education Coordinator, Speech and Language, Psychological
Services or Social Work school-based teams.






